ISSN 2194-7643

The Thoracic and Cardiovascular
Surgeon Reports

Editor-in-Chief
B. Niemann, Giessen, Germany

Editorial Administrator

S. Bharti, Noida, India

Social Media Editors

M. Beyer, Hamburg, Germany
T. Caldonazo, Jena, Germany

Society Representatives

A. Beckmann, Berlin, Germany

A. Diegeler, Bad Neustadt/Saale, Germany
F. Eckstein, Basel, Switzerland

W. Harringer, Braunschweig, Germany

K. Kallenbach, Luxembourg,Luxembourg
A. Markewitz, Koblenz, Germany

D. Reineke, Berne, Switzerland

M. Roth (locum), Bad Nauheim, Germany
A. Welz, Bonn, Germany

Editorial Board
J. Albes, Bernau, Germany

M. Antunes, Coimbra, Portugal
T. Aybek, Ankara, Turkey

T. Bilfinger, Stony Brook, USA

A. Boning, Giessen, Germany

D. Boethig, Hannover, Germany (Statisti-
cal Advisor)

D. Buchwald, Bochum, Germany

A. M. Calafiore, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Th. Carrel, Bern, Switzerland

T. Doenst, Jena, Germany

N. Doll, Stuttgart, Germany

S. Ensminger, Bad Oeynhausen, Germany
R. A. Esposito, New York, USA

T. Frauenfelder, Zurich, Switzerland

G. Friedel, Gerlingen, Germany

H. Gaissert, Boston, USA

R. Gottardi, Salzburg, Austria

M. Grabenwdger, Vienna, Austria

M. Gutberlet, Leipzig, Germany

M. Grimm, Innsbruck, Austria

M. Karck, Heidelberg, Germany

D. Kilic, Ankara, Turkey

Y. Li, Shenzen, China

M. G. Massad, Chicago, USA

Sh. Miyamoto, Oita, Japan

L. Mdller, Innsbruck, Austria

G. Nickenig, Bonn, Germany

K. Okabe, Yamaguchi, Japan

H. Reichenspruner, Hamburg, Germany
E. Sandica, Bad Oeynhausen, Germany
C. Schmid, Regensburg, Germany

T. Schmitz-Rixen, Frankfurt, Germany
D. Sedding, Halle, Germany

H. H. Sievers, Kiel, Germany

B. Stiller, Freiburg, Germany

P. Tassani-Prell, Munich, Germany

G. Thiene, Padova, Italy

G. Trummer, Freiburg, Germany

Th. Walther, Bad Nauheim, Germany
G. Watanabe, Tokyo, Japan

T. Welte, Hannover, Germany

H. Zhang, Shanghai, China

Publishers

Georg Thieme Verlag KG
RiidigerstraRe 14

D-70469 Stuttgart

Postfach 30 11 20

D-70451 Stuttgart
www.thieme.com/tcsreports
www.thieme-connect.com/products




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.7
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage false
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Remove
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages false
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Average
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages false
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Average
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Average
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


